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1. Introduction

Sahidic as-Sa



who, whom, what welcher, welche, welches, or 
Hausa wàndà, wàddà, wà àndà MASC./FEM./PL.

e, ere, et, n, and nt

t e

n appears to an 

p –ma
rd –f

sot p
nt (glossed as REL

a

NP p -t oeis
nt > TAM a

sotp

FUT.EPIST na, while the 
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a

nt
k   i

REL-2M.SG FUT.EPIST  ABS  DEF.M.SG

RC nt a      p te       sotp fi

REL PERF DEF.M.SG-lord DEF.M.SG-POSS.2M.SG- .PRON-3M.SG     3M.SG

nt serves 

nt

na
nt for the 

PAST
et

ABS CAUS ‘ COMP COP DEF

DEM F REFLEX

FUT.DEON FUT.EPIST HAB

IMP INDEF INF LINK M

NEG NEG.HAB NEG.PERF

NEG.PERFECTIVE NOT–YET form’ NOM ‘Nominal
PCL PERF PL POSS PREP

‘P PRES PRET ‘ PRON ‘Pronominal state 
REL SG STAT ‘Stative



et
t               e ol i RC et i na

REL(PRES)-3PL-look.ABS   PCL at-DEF.F.SG- REL     EPIST.FUT     ABS

et

triangle
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of the two relativization strategies has traditionally been dealt with in terms of 

u r me
r me nim

mei RC e–fi na apod
DEF.F.SG-manner INDEF.SG-man       REL (PRES)-3M.SG  FUT.EPIST .ABS

r me gar nimi RC e w fi hah
man PCL REL HAVE-3M.SG many LINK

p i RC nt a t nh t fi

DEF.M.SG REL PERF-3PL deliver.PRON-2M.SG 3M.SG

they

p i RC et      ere p oeis na            ti
DEF.M.SG LINK-DEF.M.SG-lawREL REL DEF.M.SG-lord FUT.EPIST give.NOM

law to-2M.SG

& Paul 



e ne    
(PRES) 2M.SG-see.ABS PREP-1SG REL (PRES)-1SG fall. .ABS

b

e rei m
and REL(PRES)-1SG ABS PREP-3PL with DEF.PL-POSS.3PL-fruit
eis ftou re    ei
look four LINK PERF-3PL .ABS from-DEF.M.SG-
‘And while I was looking at them (the trees) and their fruit, look four young fellows 

marker

alternation between the short form e and the long form ere

epenthesized variant of the base form e
e

pronoun is follow, while the allomorph ere

n i RC e–fi     o ar
in INDEF.SG  REL (PRES)-3M.SG STAT

i RC ere p te fi

INDEF.SG REL (PRES) DEF.M.SG ABS PREP 3M.SG

is
e
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TAM

(7)
n nimi RC e a–f t u i

something  LINK REL PERF–3M.SG p l a n t . P R O N – 3 P L

n i RC e      nt     a–u t po–u i              e ol
(PRES) be INDEF.PL- PCL REL REL PERF-3PL .PRON-3PL PCL

h n h t
in womb-POSS.3F.SG LINK-DEF.F.SG-POSS.3PL-mother in-DEM.F.SG-way

they

 ne nere a are, and its 
me mere –re to the 

–re epenthesis applies 

TAM ante (‘UNTIL’) and the 
mpate (‘NOT YET’

ere



PAST

et PAST

PAST nt PAST

PAST

i RC et i t k e
DEF.F.SG-POSS.3PL-faith REL (PRES STAT PCL

p mei RC et i na
DEF.M.SG REL  EPIST.FUT    hope.ABS  for-3M.SG

n i oeisi RC nt a fj si

DEF.F.SG- LINK-DEF.M.SG.1SG.POSS-lord REL  PERF-3M.SG give.PRON-3F.SG 1SG

ne
ne establishes 

IMPERFECTIVE
ne

nt

nt has 
IMPERFECTIVE

ne
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PAST et
e

kata i RC e ne si

DEF.F.SG-manner REL PRET-3M.SG STAT in–3F.SG

a

e
n, and (iii) the paired  relative 

et and e

r k ei RCe a si r woein
in-DEF.F.SG-manner PCL LINK-DEF.F.SG-lightning REL HAB-3F.SG NOM light
ha t
under DEF.F.SG-sky

at ei RC n are p   Apa Pam
t u i

and DEF.PL-word REL HAB DEF.M.SG-holy  
PRON-3PL 3F.SG

n i RC et e a si     tako
in DEF.F.SG-POSS.1PL REL REL HAB-3F.SG ABS

te r k e
e

linkage marker n

ete that 

et e



ete neither 
et nor is it a “prenominal state” form 

et
e appears in 

this language, the past tense form ar aN

tense marker –r a

an i RC ar i

the girl  COMP–[+PAST] stole  the fairies her

PAST
nt

 ar

aN in generative studies on Modern Irish,

aL,
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PAST

et e

n an

mpe nne, the Negative Habitual me mere, and the 
mpate

n i RC et e    n sei t an nsa t
DEF.PL-gentile REL REL NEG (PRES)3PL-run.STAT not after DEF.F.SG-

n nimi RC et e n –fi na        ti         karpos an
REL REL NEG-3M.SG EPIST.FUT give.ABS fruit        not

RC e nanu fi ]]
REL .PRON-3M.SG



naii RC et e mpe hoine mate  u i

DEM.PL REL REL NEG.PERF some obtain.ABS PREP-3PL

p- RC et e ne oop an
DEF.M.SG REL REL PRET-3M.SG happen.STAT not

p tei RC et  e mere     laau pe  et nt f
DEF.M.SG DEM.M.SG REL REL  NEG.HAB ABS without-3M.SG

won gar nimi RC et     e  mpat-u         sw n g
one PCL REL REL NEG.PERF-3PL PRON-2M.SG

m
and DEF.PL-POSS.2M.SG-

Allomorph pattern

Present Tense Ø et
Negative Present 
Tense n an et > e/ere

Future Tense na et
Negative Future 
Tense n na an et > e/ere

a nt Tense mpe et > e/ere

Preterit Tense
ne,
nere

e, ere
Negative Preterit 
Tense

nne an et > e/ere

a, aree, n, et e
Negative Habitual 

me, mere et > e/ere

mpate et > e/ere
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In other words, the negative marker nach
a

aL

        in Modern Irish
  i RC a i

whatever song  COMP be[PRES] PL FIN

  i RC nach i

whatever song  NEG be[PRES] PL FIN

i RC a nach i

whatever song  COMP NEG be[PRES] PL FIN

et

that



divide

r me nimi RC e fi hit m p
REL (PRES)-3M.SG on DEF.M.SG

laau n nimi RC e t u i

something LINK REL PERF-3M.SG plant.PRON-3PL

ma nimi RCe–u na t ou fi

REL-3PL FUT.EPIST  send.PRON-3PL 3M.SG
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PAST nt

A generalized resumptive strategy in nt

omi men p rei RC nt u i pe e
DEF.PL DEF.PL REL PERF- PL ABS PCL 3M.SG.POSS

PREP DEF.M.SG.1PL.POSS

p i RC nt a     p te           k al fi

DEF.M.SG REL PERF DEF.M.SG PRON-3M.SG 1PL

i RC nt nt t fi

DEF.M.SG REL PERF-2M.SG .PRON-3M.SG 3M.SG

7

7

who, whom, what
and which

advicei whichi COMP my neighbour gave me 
advicei COMP that my neighbour gave me i

that

THAT

THAT



the hypothesis that pronoun retention will be used in proportion to the 

(1991
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et
e

i RC et i

DEF.M.SG REL (PRES) ABS PREP-DEF.M.SG-2M.SG.POSS-father Abraham

i RC et i na
DEF.F.SG- REL  EPIST.FUT  ABS

et
et enters

PAST et e in 

et

at ei RC et ere p i  na t fi

DEF.M.SG-word REL REL DEF.M.SG-AGENT.NOUN-house FUT.EPIST PRON-3M.SG

ii RC et ere re m  mow t nh t fi

DEF.M.SG-house REL REL (PRES) DEM.M.SG .STAT 3M.SG



i RC et i   waa RC et i oop       h m      p
DEF.PL REL (PRES) STAT REL   (PRES) STAT in DEF.M.SG

n an,

n
et

n i RC et e n sei t   an nsa t
DEF.PL-gentile REL REL NEG (PRES) 3PL-run.STAT  not after DEF.F.SG-

p i RC et i amahte  an
DEF.M.SG-monk REL (PRES) ABS not PREP-DEF.M.SG-3M.SG.POSS

malista  
DEF.M.SG-hour LINK DEF.M.SG

–PAST et bears
a

a
et +PAST

nt
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(i)
e

(ii)

et

(iii)

–PAST et

–PAST et

e eye



eye e
eye ere re        nu t e eßol h n nim

REL (PRES) DEF.PL-2PL.POSS ABS PCL in whom

et
aa

et

e
ere
REL who FUT.EPIST .ABS for-1PL

a
e  e u
REL-1SG  FUT.EPIST  say.NOM what to-2MSG

further
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 NPi              

                                  

  NPi                     FocusP 

         

                               FocusP           

                                                      

      Focus°                 TenseP        

    Converbal marker        

         Tense°          

         TAM particle      

                                                                                

                                                                            ... Retained pronoun ...  

b. Complementizer stacking relatives
        

    DPi             
                               

DPi                       CP 

                        C°                     FocusP 
        Associative Head  

         
                     et                            FocusP           
                                                        

                                                     
    Focus°                    NegativeP         
 Converbal marker  
     

                               

                                                                                 ...    Retained pronoun ...

Converbal marker



et e

PAST nt, there 

et
e

The Syntax of Agreement and Concord

Null Operator Constructions

Wh Formal Syntax

Resumptive Chains in Restrictive Relatives, Appositives 
and Dislocation Structures.

Syntax
Texas 

Linguistic Forum 

Language
The Syntax of Negation

What Counts
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The Cambridge Grammar of the English 
Language

Theoretical, Typological, and Experimental Perspectives

Studies in African Linguistics

Language

Subject and topic

A Coptic Grammar, with Chrestomathy and Glossary

The Syntax of Modern Celtic Languages

Journal of 
Linguistics

Natural Language and Linguistic Theory

In

Research in Afroasiatic grammar Papers from the Third 

Coptic Egyptian (Sahidic Dialect  Learner’s Grammar

Focus Strategies in African Languages
Focus and Grammar in Niger-Congo and Afro-Asiatic



Clause-hierarchy and Clause-linking: Syntax 
and Pragmatics

The Linguistic Review

Studies Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta

Wh Wh
agreement, and Apparent Wh -movement moving on

In Egyptian, Semitic and General Grammar: Studies in Memory of H. J. Polotsky 
(

 Language

Koptische Grammatik
und Litteratur (= Porta Linguarum Orientalium

Koptische Grammatik (Saïdischer Dialekt

Sentential Negation and Negative Concord
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